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troops and, to mako him feared, by his antagonists* OUAP.XIV
It was not an uncommon thing1 for my staff-ofiieors
to hear from .Eastern ofllcors, " Well, Urant has
never met Bobby Loo yet." There are good and
true officers who believe now that the Army of
Northern Virginia was superior to the Army of the
Potomac man to man. I do not believe so, except
as tho advantages spokon of abovo made them so*
Before the end I believe the difference was the other
way. The Army of Northern Virginia became do-
spondont and saw the end. It was not pleased
thereby. The National army saw the same tiling,
and was oneonragod by it,

The advance of the Army of the Potomac reached
the James on the 14th of Juno, Preparations wore
at once commenced for laying (-he pontoon-bridges
,and crossing tho river. As already stated, I had
previously ordered Uonoral Bntlor to have two
vessels loaded with stono and carried up tho river
to a point abovo that* occupied by our gunboats,
where the channel was narrow, and sunk there so
as to obstruct tho pussugo and prevent ('onfederate
gunboats from coming down tho river, Butlorhad
had those boats filled and put in position, but had
not had thorn sunk before my arrival* J ordered
this done, and also directed that ho should turn
over all material and bouts not then in use in the
river to be used in ferrying tho troops across.

I then, on tho 14th, took a steamer and ran up to
Bermuda Hundred to soo Uonoral But lor for the
purpose of directing a movement against Peters-
burg, while our troops of tho Anny of tho Potomac
wore crossing.

1 had sent Uonoral W. F* Hmilh buck from Uold him tho entire confidence of Ms
